
224      Part III: Inequality

Those who have a color-blind perspective on race do 
not notice the invisible privileges of Whites in U.S. society. 
(Rothenberg 2015). Consider the following privileges that 
most people who are part of the dominant group take for 
granted (McIntosh 2002:97–101):

•• I can avoid spending time with people who mis-
trust people of my color.

•• I can protect my children most of the time from 
people who might not like them.

•• I can criticize our government and talk about how I 
fear its policies and behavior without being seen as 
a cultural “outsider” or not patriotic.

•• I can easily buy posters, postcards, picture books, 
greeting cards, dolls, toys, and children’s maga-
zines featuring people of my race.

•• I can arrange my activities so that I will never have 
to experience feelings of rejection owing to my 
race.

Thinking Sociologically
What is your reaction to this list? How does your own 
racial and ethnic background influence your reaction?

The color-blind ideology leads people to practice racism 
evasiveness. For indeed, “what people are ultimately avoiding 

when they say they do not see color, when they overlook dif-
ferences in power, or avoid ‘race words’ is racism” (Beeman 
2015:131). Therefore, the color-blind perspective on race 
allows discrimination hidden within the society’s institutions 
to remain in place. Advocates of the color-blind racial ideol-
ogy reject blatant bigotry as crude and ignorant, but fail to 
recognize that their own actions may perpetuate inequalities 
at the institutional or meso level.

DISCRIMINATION:  
MESO-LEVEL ANALYSIS

Dear Teacher,

I would like to introduce you to my son, Wind-Wolf. 
He is probably what you would consider a typical 
Indian kid. He was born and raised on the reserva-
tion. He has black hair, dark brown eyes, and an olive 
complexion, and, like so many Indian children his 
age, he is shy and quiet in the classroom. He is 5 
years old, in kindergarten, and I can’t understand 
why you have already labeled him a “slow learner.” 
He has already been through quite an education 
compared with his peers in Western society. He was 
bonded to his mother and to the Mother Earth in a 
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Hate groups by type
and number
Ku Klux Klan (190)
General Hate (184)
Black Separatists (180)
White Nationalist (95)
Racist Skinheads (95)
Neo-Nazi (94)
Neo-Confederate (35)
Christian Identity (19)

Source: Reprinted by permission of the Southern Poverty Law Center (2016).


